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Imagine you’re with Mel at the Granite Park Chalet, just a few yards away from the  
garbage dump. It’s dark and spooky, then suddenly you hear GRRRRRR...  Escape the suffering 
grizzly by answering the questions below, then use letters from your answers to spell out an 
important theme of the book. (Need a hint? Use the red page numbers to find the word in the 
novel, or the blue page numbers to find the word in the graphic novel.)

ESCAPE THE GRIZZLY WITH MEL
(SUITABLE FOR NOVEL AND GRAPHIC NOVEL VERSIONS)

1. �As you and Mel try to f igure out what to do, the hikers staying at the hotel are making things 
worse! What are they shining at the bear?  (pg. 91⁄112)

______       ______       ______       ______       ______       ______       ______       ______       ______     ______

2. �You consider dropping to the ground and playing dead, but you remember that you don’t have on a 
pack or ______________________  to protect your body.   (pg. 93⁄113) (2 words)

______       ______       ______       ______       ______       ______                               ______       ______       ______       ______       ______    

3. �Together, you kick off your f lip-f lops, sprint, and ________________________ . (pg. 93⁄114) (3 words)

______       ______       ______       ______       ______                            ______                            ______       ______       ______       ______    

4. �But it doesn’t hold you and you fall! Mel grabs the f irst thing she can f ind—a little stick. It’s a 
___________________________   to use against a grizzly, but she uses it wisely and it helps save you both!  
(pg. 96⁄117) (2 words)

______       ______       ______       ______       ______       ______       ______       ______       ______     ______                         ______       ______       ______       ______       ______       ______  

5. �Use the numbered letters above to spell an important theme of the book: 

_____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____                 _____    _____    _____

_____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    

1              2      3      1      4              3      5     

ANSWERS: 1) flashlight; 2) hiking boots; 3) climb a tree; 4) ridiculous weapon; 5) respect the wilderness
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WHEN DISASTER STRIKES, HEROES ARE MADE. 
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NO GRIZZLY HAS EVER KILLED A HUMAN IN GLACIER  

NATIONAL PARK BEFORE . . . UNTIL TONIGHT. 
MELODY VEGA AND HER FAMILY COME TO GLACIER EVERY YEAR. MEL LOVES 

IT HERE—THE BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPES AND WILDLIFE MAKE IT EASY TO FORGET HER  

TROUBLES. BUT THIS YEAR IS DIFFERENT. WITH MOM GONE, EVERY MOMENT IN THE PARK 

IS A REMINDER OF THE PAST.THEN MEL COMES FACE-TO-FACE WITH THE MIGHTY GRIZZLY. NOW HER ONLY THOUGHT 

IS ONE OF SURVIVAL. MEL WILL SOON BE PART OF ONE OF THE MOST TRAGIC SEASONS 

IN THE HISTORY OF AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARKS—A SUMMER OF TERROR THAT WILL  

 FOREVER CHANGE HOW HUMANS AND GRIZZLIES EXIST TOGETHER IN THE WILD. 
LAUREN TARSHIS’S new york times bestselling 

series 

comes to vivid life in this thrilling graphic novel edition.

THE ATTACK OF  
THE GRIZZLIES, 1967
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